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The only states west of the Mis-
sissippi represented in Congress by
natives are California, Oregon, Texas
and Utah

“Hatwife"” is proposed in Loudon,
after the analogy of housewife and
fishwife, to designate a woman who
persists in wearing big hats to the
theatre,

Thomas A. Edison, Jr., must be a
chip of the old block. He is 20 years
old and has alrecdy invented over a
hundred articlea. Itis good stock o
perpetuate, thinks the New York Ad-
vertiser.

The present royal family of Greece
are not the first Norsemen to figure in
Greek affaira, The tottering Byzan-
tine empire was upbeld for many
years by the Varangisa Guard, com-
posed af Danes, Swedes, Norwegians
and Saxone.

Parents in some of the snburbs of
Ohicage complain bitterly that Mor-
mon elders have been working secretly
in their neighborhood ever since last
fall and bave gathered s col-ny, in-
eluding s large number of young
girls, which have left for Salt Lake
Gil" p————

An Boglish newspaper man, who
visited this country receutly, has
written s book in which he says thet
Boston*‘bresthes a refined golden me-
dioority.” And the newspapers of
the city are puzzled to know whether
he intended this for a compliment or
not, as was the Congressman in the
play when somebody called him a
doda,

How far the officers of militia or-
ganizations may go in punishing mem-

. bers is » question which has recently
come befure the supreme court of

Minnésota, That tribunal has decided
that the captain of a compuny of the

. mational gaard of the state when it is

not sotiug as a military force has no
authority summarily to punish a mem-
ber of his.company by imprisonment
for refusal to obey bis orders,

The statistics of Lloyd's Register
show tLat the proportion of steam-
ships being built nowadays is greatly
on the inorvase as compared with the
number of ssiling vessels. In 1896
558 mew wessele of 920,961 tons were
classed, and of these 493 of 853,579
tons were steam-craft and 60 of 67,382
tons were sailing vessela, Dauriog the
same period the steam vessels on the
official register of the United Kingdom
inoreased by 144, while the number of
sailing vessels decreased by 342,

There are now 40 stace colleges in
the United States baving an attend-
anoe of about 32,000 students Min-
nesots educates the largest number,
8014, at state expense,Michigan being
next with 2575, then California with
2400, followed by Wisconsin with
1600, Nebraska with 1500, Iows with
1800 and Iil:nois with 1100. Tuition
foes are oharged ia only six states,the
fee in North Osroliua being $60, in
South Ourolim: $40, in Towa $25, in
Missouri $20, in Oregon $10 sud in
Soath Dakota, §9.

e

Florenoe Kelley, state faotery in-
speotor of Illinois, showe that while
the namber of childrea enguged in
manalsctaring in that state has de-
oreased by 1284 since December, 1895 ;
in the eweaishops the decrease has
amounted to but 121 children. There
are still 1000 girls and 128 boys in
sweatshops—one in six of all the ehil-
dren employed in manulactare. In
this ratio was omne to eeven; in

%~ 1894 it was but one in 1L It incruases

from year to year in spite of the
persistent prosecution of sweaters for
violation of the child-labor provis-
ions,

Chsrles H. Clark of the Hartford
Courant, now traveling in Mexico,
writes: *‘One costom pravails oa
this road that the Courant has long
urged for Conncoticut. Wuenever
they kill a mun tihey pat up a bisck
oross. You see them all along the
road; herp one, there three; at one
spot ere 14 Take Cooagectiout
with its 1100 grads crossings and its
annaal butcheries, and before long we
would bave sach an array of crusses
that the grade crossing would have to
go. Here, of course, the road is the
rarity. No fence peas in the railroad
If anything is on the track the engine
removes it. A traichand told me that
one trip, being lute, they hurried,
and in cons-qneuce killed three steers
aod five burros in eight Lonrs. All
along the truck are skeletuns stripped
by the turkey buzzuards aad whitened
by the san. Buaucittle are as plenty
s they are big dowa this way.”

PALMETTO STATE PRUNINGS.

About Columbia’s Spring Floral
Show.

STATE TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION.

-

Watermelon Rate Not Yet Settled—
Judge Thomas A. Cook Dead—South
Cardlina Presbytery.

All the arrangements for the coming
second annusl Floral, Horse and Biey-
cle Show to take place on the 28th and
2¢th insts,, are being rapidly conclud- |
ed. The show promises to be the best
spring carnival Columbia has had for
years and many from neighboring cities
and towns will doubtless avail them-
selves ef the cheap railroad rates offer-
ed. The show is to be given under
the auspices of the Wade Hampton
Chapter. U. D, C., and Camp Hamp-
ton, U. C. V.

The judges for the horse show will be
Col. Thomas Taylor, J. C. Robertson,
W. A. Clark, Geo. L. Baker and J. G.
Graham.

The judges for the floral show will be

Mesdames Ehlrich, W. C. Wright. John
A. Willis, and A, M. Meetz and Miss

Carrie Berry.

Cgh; c:lmmah'ﬂel in charge o‘f! thhel horse
and flor. ow, consisting @ssTs.
O. B. Simmons, W. 0. ¥isher and T.
H. Meighan, request that all communi-
cations be addressed to Mr. W. M.
Gibbes, Jr., secretary. Parties should
make entries by the numbers of the
several olasses. A horse can be entered
in as many classes as & party desires
upon the ent of each entry.
Entries should be made to Mr. Gibbes
at the Centrsl bsak, who will furnish
the tags. The badges will be as fol-
lows: Executive committee, yellow;
judges floral show, white; judge horse
show, blue; marshals, red.

On Wednesday the horse show will
take place, the entries being as follows,
two offered in each clsas:

Class No. 1—For best pair of double
harness horses.

Class No. 3—For best single harness
horse driven by a gentleman.

_Class No. 8—For best single harness
horse driven by a lady.

Class No. 4—For best pony 14 hands
or under driven by boy or girl under 15

ears of age.

Class No. 5—For best saddle horse
ridden b{ a gentleman.

. No. 6—For best saddle horse
ridden by a lady.

Class No. 7—For best goat and carl
driven by a girl or boy.

PART SECOND—FLORAL EXHIBIT.

Class No.8—For best decorated double

team.
(1ass No. 9—For best decorated sin-

gle team.

Class No. 10—For best decorated pony
and buggy or cart.

Class No, 11—For best decorated sad-
dle horse ridden by gentleman or lady.

T%gmy icycle s o-;t:lelyke;plm
on , the committee in charge,
consisting of W. H. Gibbes, Jr., ©. H.
Lachicotte, P. L. Melton, J. E. Rich-
ards, M. A. Malone, S. M. Macfie and
8. B. McMaster.

State Teachers to Mest.

The following ¢ircular letter about
the coming annual meeting of the State
Teachers’ Associstion to be held on
Paris Mountain has been sent out dated
from Greenville:

Dear Sir: The executive committee of
the State Teachers' Association has de-
cided to hold the next meeting on Paris
Mountain at Hotel Altamont, beginning

June 30 and ending July 5. The com-
mittee is anxious to secure a full at-
tendance. An excellent programme of
a very helpful practical npature has
been partially arranged and sent ont.

It has been with special | PO

reference to the n of the teachers
in their school rooms and deals direct-
Iy with the work which is or has to be
uuiht by them daily.

The place selected offers many attrac-
tions — health freedom, informality,
besutiful scenery, low ntu._eoqafﬁ
convenience, inspiration. Low
rates will be secured to the mountain,
7. cents for round trip, baggage inelud-
ed; $5 for five d"'iuﬂ-'w per
day for those who ocome than
1haursday, the 1st of July, or leave be-
fore Mondlly the oth. Everything
poasible wil be done to give the teach-
ers a good time and a profitable meet-
ing. Please do all you can toadvertise
the meeting through your county pa-
pers; read the letter to your teachers
when they assemble for the examina-
tions on the 16th; keep it before them
until the time of meeting. Make your
plans to come yourself and let's have a

eat meeting. Full information will
E sent out soon, Will you kindly send
a list of your 8 50 circulars
may be sent them to W. E. Johnstone,
proprietor Altamont Hotel, or E. L.
gnghas, superintendent, Greenville,

South Carolina Presbytery.

The South Carolina Presbylery con-
vened at Andersonon Tuesday e:ening.
The retiring Moderator, the Rev. B. P.
Reid, of Pendleton, preached the open-
ing sermon. At the conclusion of the
sermon the Presb was organized
by the election oﬁmllﬂwing giineers:
The Hev. R. P. Nall, D. D., of Green
wood, Moderator; the Rev. G. G.
Mays. of Walhalla, clerk; Elder W. A,
'liomkpleton. of Abbeville, assistant
clerk,

\irs. Spooner—Charies, do you think
you would ever marry again? Mr.
Sproner—What, after having lived with
vou for ten years? Never! Mrs. Spoon-
er wonld give somwething haundsowme If
she only knew just what be weant by
that.—London Fig:ro.

AN Alone
“There I8 poetry In everything"”
mused the editor. “Now, tiere Is yon-
der waste basket.” And he laughed, as
he sometimes did when he was all
alone.~Detroit Tribune.
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EXPOSITION OF THE CAROLINAS.

Industries Will be Shown ThatareNot
Generally Known.

A special correspondent writing from
Charlotte, N. C., concerning the Wo-
men's Exposition of the Carolinas,
smong other things, says: ‘‘One of the
most interesting features of the exposi-
tion, which takes place during the
wonih of May, reaching into June, will
be the showing of the industries of
these States that are not very generally
known. Korinstance, as fine kaolin as
is produced in the {'nited States is here
found, and is made into earthenware,
china and an excellent grade of porce-
lain ware. An exhibit of this product
will show the process of manufacture
from its crude state into articles of
dainty shape and attractiveness. Moore
county yields sand of most excellent
quality for the manufacture of fine
glassware, and samples of this finished
ware wil also be shown. Splendid col-
lections of minerals will demoustrate
the varied resources of the Carolinas.

The industrial department is attain-
ing large proportions, and manufac-
turers from all sections are taking
space. It is especially desired that
each and every cotton mill in North
and South (arolina will place on ex-
hibit a bolt or more of each class of
goods they manufacture, so thut a com-
plete showing of our enormous and
fast growing milling industry may be
made. It is necessary to arrange for
space at once.

A collection of colonial, revolntionary,
Mexican and Confederate relica is be-
ing gathered together, probably larger
in extent and general comprehensive
ness, and greater historical value than
any similar collection ever made in the
two States.

Very low passage rates to the Exposi-
tion have been granted b{ all the rail-
roads; and the admission fee is placed
at only half the usual charge for such
exhibitions, bat the desire of the man-
agement is that every one may avail
themselves of the opportunity which
offers so much of interest along art and
educational lines.

Arrangements are being made to ac-
commodate thelarge crowdsthat will be
here during the month of May. To give
some idea of the events ountside
of the Exposition, which is of
course the main attraction, that are to
occur in .\Iarv. it may be well to recall a
few: State Lodge of Odd Fellows meet;
General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in session; State Dental So-
ciety and Board of Dental Examiners
convene; inter-State bicycle races will
be held; inter-State firemen’s meet
with firemen's 79ces; baseball games
between leading Southern teams; a
series of theatrical attractions; and any
number of entertainments both at the
Fxposition and elsewhere; lectures and
addresses by prominent men, while one
of the leading Southern women will
deliver the opening address of the
Women's Exposition.

——————————
THE BUSINESY WORLD.

Effect of War Scare—Floods Don’t
Aftect Cotton.

Messrs, R. G. Dun & Co.'s review of
trade for last week, says: ‘‘An unde-
clared war between Greece and Turkey
bas been responsible more than any
other single causs for the changes in
business. Actual fighting, with facts
which seem to make a formal declara-
tion of war by Tarkey inevitable, have
affected grain markets much and stocks
s!lg]}tl . The progress of the Missis-
sippi floods does not change the price
of cotton, and settlement of the more
important labor difficulties has revived
works suspended week before last. The
temporary decrease in exports and
large increase in  imports, at
New York, 20.8 per cent. for
the month caused questions abiout the
financial future which have not much
influence as yet. Tle increase in im-
ports, 89,900,000, or over 15 per oent.
from last year, and $17,100.000, or
28.9 per cent. from February, if long
continuned, may embarrass some
branches of business, but can harly ex-
haust balances remairing from the un-
precedented excess of merchandise ex-
rts. 221,781,519 in nine months end-
ing with March

“‘Failures for the week were 207 in
the United States, against 222 last year
and 80 in Canads against 36 last year.

*‘The total bank clearingsin the Uni-
tgd States for the week were $9:6,264,-
170; per cent. , 8; exclusivy of
;:;‘”nri, $482,034,783; per oeat. de-

——iii— —
The Naval Militia’s Pay.

The Secretary of the Navy has made
the annual allotment of the fund of
250,000 appropriated by Congress for
the naval militia of the States. De-
ducting $2,000 reserved for the pur-
chase of text books, the remsinder of
the appropriation is alloted among the
States having naval militia organiza-
tions in proportion to the number of
uniformed petty officers and men they
had on their rolls on the 1st of .Jannarv
last. Theresultin the Southern States
is as follows: South Carolina, 165 offi
cers and men, allotment, 81,814; North
Carolina, 140 officers and men, allot-
ment, 81,1388; Georgia, 188 officers and
men, allectment, $2,436. Louisiana, 20u
officers and men, $2,486, i

——————
Beginning of the End.

According to information received
from trustworthy sources at Washing-
ton, the withdrawal of at least a part of
the great army that Spain has main
tained for several years past in the
island of Cuba will begin when the
rainy season sets in. The initial move-
ment will be the departure of 10,000
Spanish troops from Habana for Spain,
and within a short time after that
.ii0,0DO troops, it is understood, will fol-
ow.

Oysters in knglnnd.
Probably few Americans even have
any conception of the immense number
of oysters shipped to England, which is

the sole market for American hivalves,
as France rears her own, and the Ger-
man duty of 816 per barrel is rather too
steep to allow any margin for profit
Hundreds of thousands of barrels are
received yearly in England, nany of
which are transplanted for a few
months, when they are taken up for the
snmmer trade Norfolk, Baltimore and
other points ship large qnantities, and
the Connectient trade is also large.

home,

WHAT CONGRESS 1S DOING

Demoerats in the House cancnand on the
best policy to pursue against the Fapublics=
majority.

In the Reuse Mr. Simpson (Pop., Ean.)
eriticisad the poliey of Bpeaker TF.eed in not
appeinting committees,

A Inte canvass of the Benate showed that
tha peace treaty lacked one vote of the two-
thirds neces=ary for ratification.

Certaln Democrats, Hilver Republicans
and Populiats in the Senate formed a combi-
nation to dictate committee nssignments.

Mr. MeMillan nresanted in the Senate the
petition of the Washington Board of Trade
nraying for the immediate completion of the
Washington aquedact tunnel.

The Sexate adjourned for & day owine to
the death of ex-Senator Voorhees, of Ind-
{ana, who, until a recent ¢ay, Was a con-
spleuous imember of that body.

The Bariate suh-committee engaged on the
Tariff Bill bave found it necessiry to pre-
pare practienlly & rew bill. It is not be-
lieved thet they can finish thelr work before
Mav 15,

Eepressmtative Ball, of Teaxas, introduced
a bill appropriatiog $125,000 tc ald and en-
courage the holding of the Afro-Ameriean
and Interstate Exposition i{a Houston,
Texas, next year.

‘I'he paver on Hawall which was recently
read bv Mr. John W. Foster before the Na-
tfonal Geographic Roclety was presented to
the Senate by Senat.: Morgan and will be
printed a1 a dooument,

Eenator MoMillan introduced a joint reio-
tion directing the Becretary of War to
prepare and snbmit to Com cres: by the lst
of next Decembter a project for the reclama-
tion of the Anacostia fiats,

Mr, Bolley met with opposition in his
policy of giving the Republicans a free
hand, and the Democrats held a cau~us to
agree on & polley at the closs of the seesion.
Financlal legislation is demanded.

Mr. Simpson, of Kazas, leader of the
Popaulists, declares that he will carry into
affoct his threat to block any husiness which
the Houss may attamot to do by unanimous
consent tefore the Bpeaker has appointed
committees.

A number of Western Republican Sena-
tors, more particularly thoss from the
Rocky Mouuntains, bave united in a move-
ment to make sure of securing rertain oom-
recsinns {n the tariff 2ilL. The articies which
the Sepators have especially in view are
wool, hid's, coal and ltead ore. The ten-
deacy {is to ask a change.

Mr. Hear introduced in the Benate a reso-
Intion directing the Seeretary of Btate to
ascertain and report {0 the S8enute from time
to tim= the following partienlars fn rogard
to each of the nations with whien the
Ucited States has diplomatie rulations: The
amount of taxes or excises and the mode of
collecting the same. Biatist'ss of exports
and imports and methods of sollecting du-
ties, Tariff laws, BSeveral objncts of pablie
expenditare. Julicial om., List of
crimes, offenses and punishments. Meom-
hers of the army and navy. Folice or othar
arrangecaents for preserving the peace and
roforeing the law. The sdministrative
mnechanism, Public indebtedness, Mathod
of enacting laws. The chararter of lexisla-
tive chambers; the publio offizers who have
practizally the determination of what laws
shall be pat upon their passaze.

MRS. E. R. TILTON DEAD.

Passing Away of the Womar Whose Hus-
band Prosecated Henry Ward Beecher,
Mre. Elizabeth R. Tilton, wife of Theodore

Tilten, who prosecuted the great preacher,

Henry Ward Beecher, on the sharge of hav-

ing alienated her affections, died in her

home, No. 1403 Pacifie street, Brooklyn, N.

Y., o few days ngo.

Mre. Tilton had been very ill for the last
five weolts, 8She had been stri-ken with
puralysiz, Her dauchter and a fow 11ands
were with ber at the last. Theolore Tilton,
her bushand, went to France after the cele-
brated trial. Ha took up resideace In Paris,
He= still lives there,

The Beecher-Tilton trial, which was degun
in .Tuntm', 1875, was one of the most
ssnsational in the history of this country.
I'he repatation and character of the ioremost
preachor of the lnn | were placed in the bal-
unee, and while the proceedings lastad the
atalls nroused the interest of the Christian
world, for Mr. Beecher was well known in
Europe at thetime of th= seandal.

Theodore Tilton, t! B iaintiff, had been &
friend of Henry Ward Beecher for yesars.
'tl"he gmn“ !t dmn‘l‘h had united lﬂ:u acd

Is wife In ms were worshippers
in his :humn air. Ti'ton became
spsocinted with Mr. Beecher In theediting of

a reiizious jdurnal.

In his bill of particulars Mr. Tilton de-
ciared 1iat his wife and Mr. Be cher had
made o confesslon of gullt to him, To all
the ascusations of the plaintiff Mr. Beacher
answert | with a sharp demlal. Mr. Tiiton
sued to recover #100,000. The WiiS un-
ahle to agree upon a verdict, snd wus dis-
charged., In 1878 Mrs. Thiton was excom-
munieated from Plymouth Church, Her
husband wass forced out of the shureh at the
1.me of the trial, The confession which Mrs,
Tilton was alleged to have made to her hus-
band was denied by her.

Atter the trial Tilton endeavored to
seclude herse:f from the pubde as mach as
possible, About five years ngo her vly-h;h:
fatled, and she was nearly blind, untili a year
ago, when an operaticn was perform-1. Bhe
was owﬂjowd whea she regained ber sight.

Mrs. Tilton, subsequent to her sxpuldon
from Plymouth Church, bocame a meinderof
a religions sect known as the Plymouth
Brathren. The sect held mont of tho meet-
ines in Mrs. Tilton's home. s, T:lton was
sixty-two years old. Bhe had sevea chil-
dren, of whom several are Hving.

TWO BOYS KILLED THEMSELVES.
They Were Erothers, and Angry Eeauss
Left at Home.

Two young sonsof a Mr. Herson, living

near Fayettevills, Ark.,aged aine acd Afteen
years respectlvely, committed suleide by

The boys were angry becauss thair par-
ents, comingtc town,le’t them athome.
Both youngsiers bathed themseives, put on
their best clothas, wrote nctesto thair
onts, swallowed sirychnine and wear to E&
Both bays died before their parents roturned

Recelvers for Blg Mills.

Receivers wers named for the Benrett and
Columbia mills In New Bedford, Mase., when
it was discovered that $2,:00,000 in notes
hat boen issued, of which no account bas
appear d, an that more than €100,000 had
be-n charged to the account of the plant,
when it should bave appeared as profit and
loss.

France and Brazll to Arbitrate.

M. Eanotaux, the French Minister for For-
sign Affairs, informed the Cabinet that a
convention had been signed between France
and Brazil for the purpose ol arsitrating the
Guiupa territory which is indispute between
the Lwo countrie.

The Landlog of Rolofl,

An oxpedition from the United Etates,
communded by General Roloff, the Cuban
Minstsr of War, has safely landed st Mulas
Polant, Cu.a. A force ol three thousand in-
surgerts under General Callxto Garcia re-
esived the expedition and carried the arms
into the interior, Beven wagons and & num-
her of horses and mules were employed to
trunsport the iarge quantity of arms and
anmupition, three caonons and a consider-
able quantity of dynamite,

Ounr German Sagar Imports,

America imported 450,000,000 pounds of
sugar from (Germany last year,

IV IHPORTANT  CIRCULAR

Issued by Comptroller-General Nor-
ton to County Treasurers.

THE ANNUAL SETTLEMENTS.

Instructions Given as to How to Pre-
pare for Them=--Eftort to Avold Ap-
parent Shortages.

In view of the several shortages with
accompanying tangles that have oc-
ourred in county treasurers’ offices in
this State, the Comptroller-General has
prepared a special circular which is to
be sent to the auditors ef the several
counties, ihe object of which is to pre-
vent, as far as possible any complica-
tions of this character in the future.
Below is given a copy of the circular,
which will be instructive to those other
than county officials:

Deas Sin : The tims for the ‘‘annual
settlement” for taxes for the fiscal year
18¢6, including November and Decem-
ber, 1895, is now at hand, and it is nec-
essary and of paramount importance to
the tax department that these matters
be attended. to at the earliest possible
day. It should be borne in mind that
thene “‘annial settlements” are between
the suditors and the treasurers and not
between the treasurers and the comp-
troller general, as is often underst.od
and alleged. The law makes the comp-
troller general or some one represent-
ing him, foremen of grand juries, coun-
ty snpervisors and county superintend-
ents of education witnesses to these an-
nusl settlements between auditors and
trensurers, .

Many of the auditors and treasurers
and. other officers connected with these
settlements are new and to some extent
inexperienced, and I may therefore be
pardoned for suggestions in detail and
instructions simple and commonplace
in their character, under the law pro-
viding for and governing these annual
settlement of our taxes, Siate, county
and school, charged, co'lected and dis-
bursed by the treasurer of each ccunty
in the State, including all other matters
of fines, dispensary profits and funds
coraing into the hands of county treas-

urers.

It must be remembered, too, that au-
ditors and not treasurers, prepare the
sheets for annual settlements. It is not
the duty, however, of the aditor to pre-
pare or balance the treasurer’s record
book, Stats, county or school, nor that
of the supervisor or supa!:intandent of
eduncation. These record ks are
kept by each of these officers themselves
independent each of the other.

if these record books have been
properly kept, they will balance to a
cent; that 18, the treasurer and county
supervisor for all county taxes and the
treasurer and county superintendent of
education for all school and poll taxes,
as well as the treasurer and comptroller
general for all State taxes.

It was the duty of the auditor,and we
paturally suppose he has so done, to
furnish’ treasurer, county su sor
and county superintendent of education
with one copy pach of the *‘Abstract of
the Duplicate,” ‘‘Additional Abstract
of Duplicate,” and the ‘‘Abstract of the
15 Per Cent. Penalty Book.”

From these abstracts (a for
each officer and every fiscal year should
be on file in each county office) the
treasurer, supervisor sod county
superintendent of education make up
the charges for their respective offices
for county and school tax and in ad-
dition to these proper rec” as public
servants, they should demand this in
order to keep themselves informed as to
the exact condition of the taxes charged,
collected and disbursed in their re-
spective counties. =

p“I'ha tressurer’s ‘‘Monthly Report” to
county supervisor and county superin-
iendent of education ought to furnish
data to each of these officers for all of
the revenue derived from other sources
in the county, such as the dispensary
fund, fines and licenses, commutation

“R ete.

o these officers have doubts b.:
the exact facts, comparisons cal
:?sdewith the records in the office of
the clerk of court as to the fines or the
books of magistrates or the reports of
county dispensers, and from these
sonrces see that each and every charge
for each s, ecitic purposeis properly and
correcily : y
The accounts Mept in the respective
offices of the auditor, treasurer, county
supervisor and county superintendent
of education should be independent and
not copies one of the other, a8 we some-
times find the case. o -

There can be no irregularities in the
offices of the auditor and treasurer in
these annual settlements, without also
involving the offices of county supervi-
sor and county superintendent of edu-
cation in the way of crm}mll negli-
gence or carclessness. These two
county offices are parts each of the
whole machinery of our tax system.
Negligence, inetficient accounting or
raanagement in the one affects the
whole system in the county.

Upon auditors, however, rest the
greater responsibility, The duties, re-
sponsibilities and work of auditors are
ng most important in the county and
csn help or hinder the counly more se-
riously than any other office in the
county. 'Chese facts are too often un-
der-estimated and not understood.
Upon the intelligence, zeal, efficiency
and paiustaking care rests the accuracy
of these *‘annual settlements.”

County supervisors are required and
usually do certify in writing at each of
these *'annual settlements’ that they
have examined each and every voucher
presented by the treasurer for State,
county and school taxes, a8 allowed by
the auditor to said treasurer as a proper
oredit. 'Lhese certilicates are stiubDg
snd full and should be u%nad on!yafter
thorough examination of each of the
vonchers and the facts connected with
these items entering into the settlement,
Auditors should not notify the Comp-
{roller-General and other officevs that
are ready for ‘‘annual settlements” un-
til actually ready, as often much valu-
able time is lostin the preparation of
sheets after the Comptroller-General
arrives to witness the settlement.

Settlement sheets are not ready until
everything is in complete shape with
items or vouchers and sheets verified
aud made ready for proof. No item on
these sheets should be written except

/_—I.
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those which are absolutel neoeoug.-
Yutshould be made up nccgrding to the
forms as prin

Auditors can sllow treasurers no
credit except such as the treusurer can
prosent in tangible form and which can
be cancelled and filed in the office of
the auditor. After these settlements
these vouchersare left in the care and
custody of the suditors and. not the
creasurers, The suditor is thench
with the safe keeping of
vouchers. This does not apply under
the present law to ‘‘nulla bona™ execu-
tions, The act of 1896 requires sll
“nulla bona” executions to be filed in
the treasurer’s office and suditors can-
not safely, therefore cancel vouchers
that they are not allowed to tile in their
offices. Auditors should exsmine and
verify these “‘nullabouna” executions and
for their own protection take the treas-
urer’s receipt for State county and
school taxes as represeuted by these
‘‘nulla bona" executions. ‘This receipt
can then be filed with the auditor’s oth-
er vouchersand so state the fact with the
‘gmltl-n bona” item on the settlement
shee ; )

Sections 362 and 364, revised statutes, -

fix the kind and character of vonchers
which auditors shall aliow tressurers
in settlement for all taxes charged
and also oounter vouchers by super-
w and superintendent of educa-

These vouchers consist, primarily:
Forall State taxes, the State treasurer's
receipt; for all county taxes, ‘‘coun
supervisor's warrants” paid; for all
school and poll taxes, "oonntz
superintendent of education’s warrants
paid. This latter also includes school
taxes paid on warrants of the trustees
under special provisions of the law; and
secondarily, ‘‘treasurer's commissions,”
“‘deductions and abatements by comp-
troller-general,” and the four items as
allowed in section 362 which reads as
follows:

“‘pProvided, however, that only the fol-
lowing causes shall be assigned by the
treasurer on said delinquent list for
not collecting any tax, peuaity or assess-
ment, to-wit: .

‘1, Sheriff’s return to execution is-
sued, that no sufficient property of the
party charged therewith could be found
out of which to make the same.

*2, That property was found, but
for want of bidders, was sold and con-
veyed to tha sinking fund commission
by the sheriff, pursuant to law.

“3 Fxecution issued and in the
hands of the sheriff. .

‘4. That such taxes, assessmen
and penalties were enjoined k.§ & cam-
petent court.”

We wish to impress upon the auditors
the fact that no execution is ‘‘nulla
bona” except upon the certificate of the
sheriff, as above, on the printed form,
stating diroctiithst BO properiy can be
found out of which taxes can be
‘L he pencil mark ‘‘nulls bona, ne good,”
sometimes found on these executions,
are aot proper credits for the treasarer,
where fhe treasurer presents them to
the auditor as a credit, auditors should
not allow them until the sheriff shall
have made the proper certificate as re-
quired by the printed form® on the back
of the executions. The careful atten-
tion of all the officers to these details
and records connected therewith will
save in the future many dificalties aris-
if::g not;e in some counties of the State

m mﬂﬁ' accounting in these
offices. Wes expect in our annnal
visitation to these counties to examine
each and every book in the audito:l’a
treasurer's, county supervisor's
county superintendent of edueation's
offices in connection with these matters
of taxes, and also the delinqueat books
that are or should be in the treasurer’s
and in the sheriff's offices by having
them in anditor's office at settlement.
L When any dispepa‘nhcias ori -

es in preparing these are
foz:_.& such facts will be promptly re-
po! as required by law to the courts
of general sessions of the respective
counties where found.

Auditors will bear in mind the fack
that the treasurers’s commi are
paid for 1896 from the -ollections for
State and county, the school fund bear-
ing no part thereof.

All the items entering 1nto the settle-
ment of 1844-"45, such as ‘‘executionsin
hands of sheriff,” stayed by action of
United States Courts, cash, ete., of
course are brought forward as proper
charges agsinst treasurers for 1893-'96.

Respectl:
Jaues Nogrus,
Comnaptroller-General South Carolins,
————

TEACHERS’ EXAMINATIONS.

Circulars About Them Sent to the
County Superintendents.

State Superintendent of Edocation
Mayfield has sent to the several county
superintendents of education the fol-
lowing important circular letter in re-
gard to the examination to be held on
the 23d inst.

I enclose herewith a copy of rules
adopted by the State board relating te
county examinations and teschers' cer-
tificates. As the board did not say
when these rules should go into effect
and as that board will meet again on
the ith of May, in all cases where the
applicants pass satisfsctory examina-
tions and are not sected by the rules at
all, grant them certificates; but' when
the parties are aected by the rules let
all such cases stand over until after the
meeting of the State board. Admit all
applicants to this examination regard-
less of age, but hold the papers of those
under age, and of those not making the
required average or a first or second
Fudo certificate, object to the State
woard. First grade certificates may be
renewad. but hold the others until
after the meeting of the State board.”
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People blessed with the judzment and
gense developed by the modern civ-
ilization, swile at the childish revenge
of the king of ancient times who had
the sea scourged for wrecking his ves;
sels. But the family likeness to this
act of ancient folly on the part of the
modern system of burning flags and
hanging obnoxious persons in effigy Is
rather & caustic comment on the afore-
said smile of superiority.




